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To mark the 50 th anniversary of Wings of Hope, we have published an electronic
book tracing the history of the organization from its founding to the present day.
We sent it by email to all the people who gave us their address. If you did not
receive it and would like to receive it, please send us your address by writing to :
adelestre@ailesdelesperance.org . You can also browse the book by clicking on the
book in the 50 th banner on the home page of our website www.ailesdelesperance.org.
For the moment the book is only in French version.

The adventure of Wings of Hope begins
Fifty years ago, I was a
young notary, newly sworn
in and also a private pilot
for 6 years. It was during
a courtesy flight that I met
Lionel Couture, with whom I
quickly became friends.
Lionel, as everyone called
him, had his offices in the
same building as Noël Girard,
a seasoned life and health
insurer. A negotiation between
the two men for a protection
plan for the members of the
association that Lionel headed,
Me Jean Lambert
was in a way the spark plug for
the creation of Wings of Hope in Québec.
Lionel had persuaded me to join the core group of founders,
all driven by the desire to provide an emergency medical air
service in the Peruvian jungle. A group of very religious Americans were already providing this service under the name of
Wings of Hope, with two Cessna aircrafts, one based in Iquitos
and the other in Satipo. They were getting old and were looking
for a group to take over. I don’t know if it was the Franciscans
working in Peru, including Monsignor Laurent Guibord, Bishop
of Indiana (Iquitos), who made the connection with Noël
Girard. Five Québecers, Lionel Couture, his brother Jean-Guy,
Jean‑Guy Lauzon, Marcel Pépin (not the one from the CSN) and
myself, under the direction of Mr. Girard, officially formed the
organization Wings of Hope (Québec) Inc. The young notary
that I was, then took in charge of obtaining its legal existence by
Letters Patent, a document that we refer to today as the Articles
of Incorporation.
If I remember correctly, the assumption of the Peruvian
operations followed a few months later. During the first
thirteen years, I assumed the task of corporate secretary of
the organization and I can without hesitation testify to the

intensity of the commitment of the administrators of the time
who had to take up unprecedented challenges and not the
least of them, to manage air operations remotely, to ensure
the shipment of engines and other replacement parts in the
jungle, and this, by overcoming the hassles of an administrative
bureaucracy located at the antipodes of the North American
culture. But the greatest challenge, and it was a nagging one,
was to continuously raise enough funds to pay pilots and
ground crew on time and all other related expenses to avoid
paralysis of the operations that had been expanded to embrace
the socio‑economic development of these peoples.
As one of the survivors of the early days, I conclude
by paying tribute to all those who made the success of this
charitable mission possible. I would like to mention only two
names: the founding president, Noël Girard, and his successor,
Lionel Couture, who has invested himself in an exceptional way
for many years.
Jean Lambert, notary

Noël Girard

Lionel Couture
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William, a water warrior

William Cerron Aguirre 1959-2021

On February 2 nd, a call from Lima
announced the shocking news that
engineer William Cerron had just passed
away from Covid-19 in a hospital in the
capital. He was only 62 years old. This
news caused consternation among his
family and the entire Wings of Hope
team in Peru and in Montreal. We all
appreciated him as a person and as a
professional. The communities and his
close collaborators mourn him.
During the week of January 18.
William was visiting the ongoing projects
in the department of Ayacucho when
the first symptoms appeared. We know

that he was extremely careful in all his
travels in the Amazon, in the Andes or on
the Pacific Coast. He was the one who
elaborated the sanitary protocol that we
put in place in the villages. Unfortunately, he was contaminated by this virus
very close to his home and his condition
became more complicated.
William had been part of the team
since 2015. Over the years, he had
become a true water warrior. He never
hesitated to take long, uncomfortable
trips to answer the call of remote communities in need of clean water. In all these
communities, William is remembered as

William with a family from Nuevo Progreso

a respectful man, attentive to their needs
and also as a professional concerned
with doing things in a correct and sustainable way.
All of us on the team recognize that
the best way to honor William is to
stand together and continue to deliver
on clean water projects. To do this, we
had to move quickly to replace him.
Since mid-February, two engineers have
been sharing the work: Nicanor Vidalón,
a former colleague of William’s, and
William Manuel, William’s son, a 29-yearold engineer. Nicanor agreed to be the
mentor of the latter.
" He valiantly carried the cause and
mission of Wings of Hope with all his
professional knowledge and sensitivity
to the different cultural environments
he served. We lose a humble servant
on whom we could always count."
(Sylvia M.)
" He leaves a precious legacy and
his memory will be honored each time
a child grows up healthy thanks to
drinking water. " (Françoise G.)

Marie-France Raymond Fund
After two long years of a relentless
fight against cancer, Marie-France
passed away last April, surrounded by
the love and affection of all those who
had accompanied her during her long
and painful illness. Marie-France left us
an admirable lesson in life and resilience.
What can we say about the inexhaustible
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Marie-France Raymond

energy she never stopped giving us
when we were with her, even in the worst
moments of her suffering.
A psychologist by profession,
Marie‑France had, among other things,
worked for many years with the Aboriginal people of Northern Québec. During
a trip to Peru in the early 1990s, she
learned about the Qosqo Maki organization that supports child workers in
Cuzco. Marie-France offered her support
to Isabelle Baufumé, the founder. She did
not hesitate to ask all her friends every
year to support this work. Qosqo Maki
has developed a program that is admirably adapted to the needs of working
children.
It is in this context that Marie‑France
came to know Wings of Hope. In writing
her last will and testament, Marie-France
wanted to extend her support to these
children and to make a donation to the
cause of access to water for remote
communities in Peru. She therefore

bequeathed a significant amount of capital to the Marie-France Raymond Fund
that she had created within Wings of
Hope. Year after year, the income from
this fund will ensure the continuity of her
support. Thank you Marie-France.
André Franche

Projects on the way

In Peñico

Despite all the constraints imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic and the repeated
confinements, the realization of projects continues. The members of our Peruvian
team must sometimes find strategies to go to the villages and answer the call of the
communities so enthusiastic at the idea of finally having access to drinking water.

These brave women never shy away from
hard work

In Rayme Alto
The women, having
suffered all their lives
from the absence of
drinking water in their
village, quickly mobilized with great enthusiasm to undertake the realization of the water system.
The project is progressing very quickly and is taking shape more quickly than
expected. The water will be pumped, thanks to solar energy, from a tank built
at the bottom of the village and then directed to the reservoir perched on the hill
above. From there, the water will be delivered to the sixty houses of this Andean
community for the great happiness of these brave mothers.

In Occo Chirura
Work has just begun under the direction of
maestro Teodosio. Deprived of access to water
since a huge landslide washed away the entire
spring infrastructure in 2019, the peasants are
working to capture a new spring and install a
long water pipe suspended above the crater. All
materials must be transported to the catchment
site on the backs of people walking on a very
treacherous path. Not recommended for those
who suffer from vertigo!

The presence of archaeological traces
in the ground obliges us to redo the
plans and the layout of the water pipes.
Indeed, this village is in the perimeter of
the site of Caral, the oldest civilization of
the Americas.

While digging, this farmer found a beautiful
heart-shaped stone. Who did he give it to?

In La Ramada
After double-checking the
performance of the artesian
well dug in 2020, the workers
are installing the new water
pipe and the solar panels and
pump. The anticipation is high
for the entire community.
The elderly put their fingerprints
as a signature
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Water for all
In Santa Luz de Maranquiari
On August 4, 2019, during the
mission to Peru, engineer William Cerron
and Elizabeth Arias drive Francine Cyr,
an Ottawa donor, and me to Santa Luz
de Maranquiari, a little over two hours’
sail North of Atalaya in the Amazon.
After disembarking on the banks of
the Ucayali River, we walked for half an
hour on a well-developed path to finally
arrive at the village of about 40 families.
Know however that at the beginning of

Meeting in the community room

Lima the journey lasts approximately
24 hours! The engineer William had
previously visited the village to note the
absence of drinking water which obliges
the people to consume highly contaminated surface water.
During our visit, people flock to the
community center, a large straw-roofed
hut. The remarkable simplicity of these
natives and their rudimentary way of
life always make these meetings very
moving. After giving all
the necessary explanations and answering
questions, we inform
the community that
we plan to return in
2020 to support their
efforts and complete
the water project.
Because of the
pandemic, we had to
reschedule the work
to April 2021.
This project
consists of digging an
artisanal well, building
a cistern and a high
tank to bring water
to all the houses and

Children from Santa Luz and a teacher

premises of the village. A solar pumping
system will be installed.
The cost of this project is $105,900,
of which 20% is the labor provided by
the population and some materials from
the area. The outside help required is
$85,405. The natives of Santa Luz do
not know you but they already know
that people far away are willing to
support their efforts. They thank you
for that.
André Franche

✄
YES, I WANT TO SUPPORT THE WINGS OF HOPE’S PROJECTS

❏ ONE-TIME GIFT
❏ $25

❏ $50

❏ $75

❏ MONTHLY GIFT
❏ $100

❏ $200

❏ $500

Other $

❏ By cheque payable to: Wings of Hope
❏ By direct debit (monthly donation) please send a cheque specimen
❏ VISA
❏ MASTERCARD
Card holder name:

Two indigenous women in front of their achiote
harvest

Card number :
CVV number

Expiry date		
Signature:
Name: ❏ Ms.

ONLINE
DONATION

❏ Mr.

Address:
City:
Home phone number (

Province:

Postal code:

)

E-mail:
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A tax receipt will be sent to you. N.E.: 10306 6064 RR 0001

http://ailesdelesperance.org/en/donate/

